The Second Coming 

for Speaker, Oboe and Harpsichord 



Gregory Carl Pfeiffei 



Poem by Willam Butler Yeats 



Performance Notes: 

Speaker: The poem should be recited using a natural tone of voice. However, this is not meant to 
indicate that the text should be spoken without inflection or feeling. The speaker should narrate 
dramatically and attempt to capture the essence of the text. The accompanying instrumental 
music should act as a guide to inform the speaker as to the mood of a given passage. 

The metrical placement of text is approximate, however the performer should try to begin portions 
of text where they appear to occur in the score. The speaker should make certain to be clearly 
heard above the musical material and use amplification if necessary. 

The piece may also be performed without a speaker as the instrumental music is sufficiently coherent 
to be performed as a stand-alone piece. 
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The Second Conning 



Music by G. C. Pfeiffer 
Text by W. B. Yeats 



Speaker 



4 
4 



Ob 



oe 



an 



^ 



P 



Harpsichord 




Sp. 



Ob. 



^ 



mf 



I 



S 



H. 



m 



za.: 



tt 



Gregory Carl Pfeiffer (CC) BY-NOND 201 1 



The Second Coming 
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Sp. Turning and turning in the widening gyre 



the falcon cannot hear the falconer; 
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is loosed upon the world, 
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(rushed; becoming anxious) 

Surely some revelation is at hand; Surely the Second Coming is 
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while all about it wind shadows 
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